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Unseen Athens in 42 days of lockdown, captured through haunting cityscapes and solitary portraits.

In Athens 42 Days. The Undisclosed City Demetris Koilalous docu-
ments a unique moment in the life of a metropolis: the six weeks
of the lockdown in the Greek capital, at the height of the covid
pandemic in the spring of 2020.

The book is a collection of striking images, photographs of de-
serted streets, interwoven with portraits of individuals in en-
forced isolation in their homes.

These are the streets where in normal times crowds go about
their everyday lives. These are the women and men next door. In
“42 Days”, though, Koilalous captures the city and its people, at
an extraordinary time and reveals urban facets, both public and
private, that usually remain undisclosed. His photographs suc-
ceed in depicting the starkness of the empty cityscape alongside
the frailty of the city’s solitary inhabitants and compose a lyrical
elegy of images that are at the same time alien and intimate.

Athens-born photographer Demetris Koilalous studied Town and
Country Planning in Edinburgh and Geography in London. Since
1990, he works as a freelance photographer and teaches photog-
raphy. His works are included in private and public collections
and have been exhibited worldwide.

His book Caesura; The Duration of a Sigh about the migrant crisis
in the Mediterrenean Sea, was published by Kehrer Verlagin 2018
and has received numerous accolades.

Please note:

These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwide
print and electronic reproduction in the context of reviews of
the books only. Print media: No more than 3 photographs plus
the coverimage from the selection can be used in total - they

are not to be used on the cover or cropped. Online media may
use a total of 12 images in a gallery.

From the text Reve Atheénien by Stavros Alifragkis, architect:
The former part of the book provides the physical setting and the
situational context for a second, equally crucial segment, one that
cuts through the porous boundary of the street facade and deci-
sively enters the nucleus of the urban apartment, where anony-
mous urbanites pose for Koilalous in a disarmingly relaxed manner
—one that exudes surprisingly inviting overtones — and yet alarm-
ingly revealing of the existential drama involved in imposed social
isolation. This breakthrough is significant for several reasons and
on multiple conceptual, symbolic and structural levels. First,
Koilalous’s active probing into the dense phenomenon of the ar-
chitectural facade from either side of the boundary — the public
street and the private apartment — concretises and renders tangible
its catalytic presence in the life of the city. (...)

Koilalous’s dialectics of inside and outside transform the répétition
différente of the Athenian street facade and the interstice of the
balcony into an erratic interface of escalating awareness about
the constricted space of the self, cast against the openness of the
street, a surface that can only be ‘painful on both sides’ as it re-
sounds the promise of a provisionally restrained freedom. (...)

The essentially humanistic quality that emerges by virtue of this
discursive cohabitation cleanses Demetris Koilalous’s work from
the menacing connotations of the urban uncanny, and bestows
his emotionally charged images with a particularly dreamy quality,
a photographic ode to the melancholic haziness of a truly Athenian
dream.

For further details, press images, permissions and review copies,
please contact the publisher’s press office:

Simona Bonanno, press@kehrerverlag.com or
pr.assistance@kehrerverlag.com
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