
Rudi Weissenstein (1910– 1992) was the most prominent chron-
icler of everyday life in the young state of Israel and his photo-
graphs are essential to understanding the country’s social his-
tory.

Born in what is now the Czech Republic, Weissenstein studied
photography in Vienna. He worked as a press photographer be-
fore emigrating to Palestine in 1936 where he married Miriam
Arnstein (1913 – 2011). They took over the Pri-Or PhotoHouse in
Tel Aviv in 1940 and developed it into a renowned cultural in-
stitution. Weissenstein received numerous awards for his work
including the first prize at the Moscow International
Photography Exhibition. 

The PhotoHouse is now run by Weissenstein’s grandson Ben
Peter and holds more than one million negatives. The archive is
being reborn and as it celebrates its 80th anniversary many of
its highlights are being published here for the first time.
Weissenstein’s estate is represented by °CLAIR Gallery, its direc-
tor Anna-Patricia Kahn is one of this book’s editors. 
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»From day to day, morning till night, using precise photographic
techniques, Rudi preserved with his camera the development of
the Land of Israel from its onset in 1936, to its birth in 1948, until
the end of the 1970s.«

»By creating this book,  Ben hoped to piece together a puzzle, a
portrait of one very particular man embodied in the photographs
he took. For the first time, the common theme of the chosen pho-
tos is not an attempt to document the manifestation of a prac-
tical Zionism; but to recreate Rudi, the man.«

»In this book, the connection among the images forms an asso-
ciative, emotional, mysterious thread that offers a view devoid of
ideological attribution. It is a present-day view leading to the
myths of yore, but a more introspective one, towards a timeless
twilight zone of the soul.«

»...his work raises the discussion of morality and ethics, as does,
by definition, any complex and challenging work of art. In the bal-
ance of power between circumstance and choice, questioning an
artist’s political duty towards the period in which he worked, Rudi
made his choice powerfully: he created illusions with his photo-
graphs, into which he imbued a dream-like force, an insistent de-
nial of reality, like an unattainable hallucination.«

— from the text by Amir Kliger

Please note:
These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwi-
de print and electronic reproduction in the context of reviews
of the books only. 
No more than THREE photographs plus the cover image from
the selection can be used in total – they are not to be used on
the cover or cropped.
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Many previously unpublished images from the archive of the renowned Israeli photographer Rudi Weissenstein



1 Miriam Weissenstein, Herzliya, 1941
© Rudi Weissenstein

2 A Photographer on the dunes, 1962
© Rudi Weissenstein

3 New Immigrants, Kibbutz HaSolelim, 1950
© Rudi Weissenstein

4 Film Studios, 1952
© Rudi Weissenstein

5 “Nesher” Malt Factory, Beit-Shemesh, 1953
© Rudi Weissenstein

6 Hospital, Beer-Sheva, 1963
© Rudi Weissenstein
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7 Farmer, Afula, 1950
© Rudi Weissenstein

9 A Room in Kfar Batya for Child Survivors of the Holocaust, Ra’anana, 1947
© Rudi Weissenstein

10 Reception at Polish Consul’s Home, Tel-Aviv, 1948
© Rudi Weissenstein

8 Sycamore Tree, Sinai Desert, 1973
© Rudi Weissenstein

11 Youth, Eilat, 1949
© Rudi Weissenstein

12 Horses, Giv’at Haim, 1941
© Rudi Weissenstein


