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Andersons Portritserie zeigt Schweden in Bademanteln nach dem morgendlichen Schwimmen im Meer

Das siidschwedische Kiistendorf Torekov ist bekannt fiir den
ortlichen Pier »Morgonbryggan « und fiir die beliebte Tradition
eines taglichen Morgenbads im Meer. Einheimische und Som-
mergaste sind begeisterte Anhanger dieses Rituals, das sowohl
einsam als auch sozial sein kann und ungeschriebene Verhal-
tensregeln mit sich bringt wie das Tragen eines individuellen
Bademantels. Durch den langsamen Arbeitsprozess mit einer
groBformatigen analogen Kamera hat die Fotografin Peggy An-
derson einen tiefen Einblick in die Dorfgemeinschaft, in ihr
Heimatland und ihren Platz darin erhalten.

Aus dem Text von Lyle Rexer:

»The characteristic regalia of the morning dip appeared at once
modest and distinctive, a kind of low-level signifier that seemed
to say something about the social class, personality, and aesthet-
ics of the bather. The bathrobe represented social and historical
data in a way similar to, say, the industrial structures cataloged
by the German photographers Bernd and Hilla Becher, who took
a page from Sander’s typological book. Not to belabor the point,
but the bathrobes offered an initial point of comparison to specify
same and different, type and individual. The bathrobes were also
an entry point for the project, since Anderson herself was an avid
participant in the ritual. And over time, as people in Torekov got
to know Anderson and agreed to be photographed, and especially
as she herself expanded the pool of subjects to include bathers
from the nearby local campgrounds, the project began to suggest
generalizations about Swedes: This is what Swedes do in the sum-
mer; this is where lines of class are crossed; this is how they dress
and present themselves—a matter of attitude.
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But that’s not exactly the way things went, or rather, that’s not
the most important thing that we see. It has something to do
with the camera. Anderson purposely chose to work with a 4x5
large-format film camera. It is a large, slow, and somewhat cum-
bersome instrument that to contemporary eyes looks as much
like an antediluvian remnant as the bones of a T-Rex. Yet it is
beloved by many photographers not just for the detail it offers
but even more for the process it entails. Shooting with a conspic-
uous machine, on a tripod, with each frame individually consid-
ered—not least of all because the film is so expensive—changes
the way people in front of the camera behave. For one thing, they
tend to be less suspicious and more curious. They are not being
surveilled but attended to, and that is a very different experience.
Such a camera makes photography important again by making
the process of being photographed more intentional, even formal,
closer to having a portrait painted. The pace slows down. Some-
thing significant is taking place, something not in a hurry«.

Peggy Anderson lebt und arbeitet in New York, in Schweden
und zurzeit in Paris. 2013 machte sie ihren Abschluss am Inter-
national Center of Photography in New York. Seitdem verfolgt
sie unterschiedliche eigene Fotografieprojekte. The Morning Dip
wurde in Torekov und im Fotografiska, Stockholm, ausgestellt
www.peggy.andersonnyc.com
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